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Three studies were carried out to examine attitudes and behavior toward human rights. * Universal’
human rights implies that there should be cross-situational consistency in attitudes and behavior
toward human rights. An alternative interpretation is that attitudes and behavior toward human
rights may shift across contexts, as a function of ideology. We reasoned that Canadian subjects
would be more critical of the human rights records of Soviet and the Third World societies, and
thus show stronger support for human rights in these than in Canadian society. Hypothesis two
predicted that right-wing political ideology and support for human rights would be negatively
correlated in contexts Canada and Third World, but not in the Soviet context; hypothesis three
predicted the same pattern of associations between religiosity and support for hwman rights.
Hypothesis four predicted that authoritarians, because of their fundamental opposition to individ-
ual liberties, would oppose human rights in all contexis. Study 1 involved 155 students expressing
attitudes toward a range of human rights issues. Study 2 involved 74 Pro-Lile supporters
expressing attitudes on human rights, as well as on abortion. Study 3 involved a behavioral
measure of support for human vghts among 450 students. The findings generally supported
hypotheses one and four, and provided some support for hypotheses two and three. The results
seem 1o provide further evidence of an association between ideology and moral reasoning.

Human rights represent one of the most important challenges con-
fronting contemporary societies. Following the 1945 Charter of the
United Nations, various efforts have been made at national and inter-
national levels to identify and prevent violations of human rights
(United Nations 1983a, 1983b). Despite diverse legal and political
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activities and extensive mass media coverage, violations of human
rights continue in many countries and are a source of international
friction (Vasak and Alston 1982). In the domain of psychology. consid-
erable efforts have been made to promote human rights values
{Rosenzweig 1988). This is reflected, for example, by the APA’s Ethical
Principles of Psychologists (APA 1981). A number of surveys have also
been carried out on cthical issues confronting psychologists (Pope et al.
1987). The concern for human rights has led to changes in work style
for both research and practicing psychologists. One testament to this is
the numbers of ethical committees that oversee the work of psycholo-
gists. However, this concern for ethical issues has not been coupled
with much research on attitudes and behavior in the domain of human
rights.

Social psychologists could play a central role in clarifying the con-
cept of ‘universality’ with respect to human rights. Most documents
bearing on human rights in some way incorporate this notion of
universality, and this includes historical documents that camc well
belore the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1983). The concept
of universality is incorporated in the Declaration of the Rights of Man
and of the Citizen adopted by the French National Assembly in 1789
(Déclaration des Droits de 'Homme at du Citoyen, 1983), and the Bill
of Rights of the US Constitution. These legal documents specily
human rights that should be enjoyed by all human beings, irrespective
of who they are and where they hive.

The concept of human rights suggests certain things that all individ-
uals should have to the same extent. This is different from privileges,
status, and other phenomena that individuals would be expected to
have to different degrees. One implication is that our attitudes and
behavior toward the human rights of different people should be con-
sistent and should not change as a function of who these people are or
where they live.

From a social psychological perspective, a question that arises is
whether individuals do show cross-situational consistency in their atti-
tudes and behavior toward human rights. For example, do individuals
show consistency in attitudes toward such ‘fundamentals’ as freedom
of speech when considering the issue in different parts of the world,
such as a Western nation, or the Soviet Union, or the Third World. We
are raising this issue in relation to the international context, because
human rights is most often discussed in relation to broad international
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divisions, such as Fast and West, or developed and developing coun-
tries. Although this question has not directly been the focus of research
attention, the literature does suggest a number of predictions in this
area.

That attitudes and behavior toward human rights will be consistent
across context seems to be in line with Kohlberg’s (1963, 1969, 1576)
cognitive-developmental model of moral reasoning. This model pos-
tulates three broad sequences to moral reasoning: preconventional,
conventional, and postconventional or principled. Implicit in the no-
tion of postconventional reasoning is the idea that adherence to general
moral principles, such as human rights principles, will lead to attitudes
that are consistent across contexts. For example, it is implied that an
individual who is at the postconventional level of reasoning and be-
lieves in the right to freedom of expression would apply this principle
to come to the same judgment about a particular case if it occurred in
more than one context. Thus, the changing of the context from, for
example, the Third World, to the Soviet Union, to a western country
would not lead to changes in the individual’s judgment. But according
to Kohlberg (1976), only those individuals who have reached postcon-
ventional reasoning can be expected to apply such general moral
principles.

An alternative perspective is that most adults are capable of using
postconventional reasoning, but will only do so in cases where such
reasoning leads to conclusions that are in line with their own ideology.
Support for this view is provided by the research of Emler and his
associates (Emler 1983; Emler and Hogan 1981; Erler et al. 1983). In
one study, Emler et al. (1983) asked subjects of right, left, and mod-
erate political orientations to complete a moral reasoning task once
from their own perspective and once from the perspeciive of an
extreme conservative and an extreme radical. They found that right-
wing and moderate subjects showed significant increases in their princi-
pled-reasoning scores when they adopted the perspective of a radical.
This suggests that whether or not an individual adopted principled
reasoning depended on ideological factors that are independent of
capacity. Emler et al. (1983) concluded that individual differences on
moral reasoning are a function of political orieritation rather than
developmental status.

A recent study by Sparks and Durkin (1987) provides a particularly
strong endorsement for the views of Elmer and his associates. In this
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study, supporters of left and right-wing political orientations were
found to give more or less importance to principles of individual rights
of freedom of movement and right to secret ballot, depending how
compatible such principles were to their own political goals in 2
particular situation. These findings would lead us to expect that human
rights principles also would be differentially applied across contexts, as
a function of the individual’s political orientation.

Study 1

We expected that the value system dominant in Western societies would lead
individuals to be critical of the Soviet Union and Third World countries. In the area of
human rights specifically, communist and Third World societies arc ofien criticized and
labelled as *backward’ by Western standards. One implication is that there is a greater
need to support human rights in these regions of the world, than in ‘democratic’
societies such as Canada. Our first hypothesis was that this value system would
influence Canadian subjects to show stronger support for human rights in the Soviet
and Third World contexts than in the Canadian context. Not necessarily because they
value the rights differently, but because they sense a need to stress them more in these
contexts.

While hypothesis one focused on differences across conditions, hypotheses two to
four concerned patterns of associations between individual difference measures and
support for human rights within each condition. Specifically, our second hypothesis
concerned the association between political orientation and support for human rights
in the contexts of Canada, the Soviet Union. and the Third World. Research on human
values (Rokeach 1973) suggests that the more right-wing individuals are politically, the
less supportive they would be toward human rights, at least in their own societies.
However, we expected that this negative association between suppori for human rights
and right-wing political ideology would not hold for the Soviet contexl, because it
would be more expedient for Canadian right-wingers to support human rights in the
Soviet Union. Right-wingers should support human rights in the Soviet context because
for the politically-right this would represent one way of criticizing the Soviet regime.

An example of this phenomenon in the ‘real world’, perhaps, is the strong support
shown by Mrus. Margaret Thatcher, the British prime minister, to the tradc union
Solidarity and workers collective rights in Poland, and the relative lack of support
given by her 10 the miners unions and unionized workers in Britain generally. Clearly,
what are *fundamental human rights’ in one context may be neglected in another
context.

Our third hypothesis was that the same pattern of associations found for right-wing
political ideology would emerge for individuals high on religiosity. This is because the
Sovtet regime historically has acted against the interests of the church and has severcly
restricted religious activities. Thus, religious individuals would perceive a need to show
particularly strong support for human rights in the Soviet context.

LA A, o D e R R oo
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But while the relationship between political orientation and support for human
rights was expected to differ across contexts, our fourth hypothesis was that therc is
another group of individuals who by definition would be expected to show less support
for human rights generally across contexts: those high on authoritarianism (Adorno et
al. 1950). The rigid patiern of characteristics that are part of the authoritarian
personality, such as unquestioning submission to higher authority, prejudice against
minorities, and general opposition to individual freedoms, led us to hypothesize that
those high on authoritarianism would show less support for human rights and remain
the *enemies of freedom’ (Altemeyer 1988) in all contexts. We adopted Altemeyer’s
{1981) measure of Right-Wing Authoritarianism (RWA), one reason being that it has
been developed mainly using Canadian samples.

The different predictions with respect to right-wing authoritarianism and religiosity
arise from the specific issue of the treatment of religion in the Soviet Union. While
there is a general tendency for authoritarianism to be associated with religiosity, in the
specific context of the Soviet Union the treatment of the church by the Soviet Regime
provides those high on religiosity a unique reason to perceive a need to support human
rights in this context. Thus, the pull of religiosity would show a different pattern (o that
of authoritarianism in the Soviet condition.

Method

Subjecty

Subjects were 155 randomly chosen undergraduate students (64 male, 91 female)
from MgeGill University, Montreal, Canada. They were approached on the university
campus and asked whether they would be willing to complete a questionnaire.

Experimental design and materials

Subjects were shown how to complete the questionnaires, with the assurance that
complete anonymity would be maintained. The mecasures in the guestionnaires were as
follows. The trait of RWA was measured by Altemeyer’s (1981, pp. 219-220) scale,
which demonstrated high internal consistency {a=0.89). Attitudes toward human
rights were measured by a set of questions, derived through pilot work involving
discussions and open interviews with the sample population and with several legal
experts, as well as a survey of major themes in important publications on human rights.
The derived set of statements was assessed independently by eight members of the
subject population and 21 items selected by all eight judges as dealing with human
tights were included in the final set of questions. Subjects rated the extent of their
agreement with the 21 statements, as well as items on the measure of RWA, on a scale
of 1 (definitely disagree) to 9 (definitely agree).

There were three questionnaires, one for each condition. The questionnaires were
identical, except that the context referred to was Canada in condition one, the Soviet
Union in condition two, and the Third World in condition three (see table 1 for the list
of items). The Alpha coefficient for this measure was 0.71. An independent groups
design was adopted and the subjects were randomly assigned to one of three conditions
(N =30 for each condition).
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Table 1
List of items on the human rights scale. ®

Free speech should be granted to all members of (Canadian) society without exception {P}

Anyone who waats to emigrate from or immigrate to (Canada) shouid be allowed to do so (PY

The (Canadian} government should not have the right to ban books and other materials that it
believes harmful o the public interest (P)

Freedom does not give anyone the right to teach foreign ideas in (Canadian) classrooms (N)

If a person refuses to work, even though employment is available, the Canadian people should not
have to support him /her (N)

Anyone who owns important works of art in (Canada) should be forced to put them on permanent
public display (N)

All forms of censorship should be done away with in (Canada) (P)

Restrictions should be imposed on the amount of land a (Canadian) resident can own (M)

Nebody should be forced to retire from a job in (Canada) because they have reached a certain age
4]

Moral standards as defined by the wmajority should not dictate the behavior ol people in (Cunady)
(1]

Under no circumstances should the possession and use of drugs be permitted in (Canada) (N)

Mcmbers of particular racial or religious groups should be entitled to set up their own neighbour-
hoods in (Canadian) ¢ities and prevent outsiders from living there (N)

Dangerous groups of people should not have the right to participate in {(Canadian) politics (N)

Everyone in Canada should have access to free health care (P}

When a work of art reaches a point of vulgarity, it should not be publicly displayed in (Canada)
{N)

Every individual should be provided with essential shelter and food, even if (Canadian) taxpayers
have to pay for it (P).

Prostitution should be legatized in (Canada) (N)

Under special circumstances, the (Canadian) government is justified in arresting people whaose
political views are a threat to stability (N)

The masses should not participate in shaping {Canadian) government policy because most people
do not known what is in their best interest (N}

In the case of war involving (Canada), conscientious objecters should be allowed to refuse military
service (P)

People in (Canada) should be allowed to have as many children as they like, without restrictions

(P)

“* In the above items, the phrase in brackets was changed across conditions, and the direction of
the item s indicated as betng cither positive (P) or negative (N) toward human rights, as
interpreted by subject samples in pilot research.

Next, subjects were asked to rate the extent to which they perceived violations of
human nights (in Canada/Soviet/Third World societies) to be occurring presently in
each of the following three domains: freedom of expression, just treatment for law
offenders, the right to a humane standard of living. A final set of questions focused on
religiousity, political ideology and demographic variables, including age and scx.
Religiousity was asscssed by the question: how active are you in terms of religious
practice? Responses were on a 1 (‘not active at all’y to 9 (* very active’) scale, Political
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idcology was measured using a scale from 1 (*left wing’) to 19 (*right wing’). Reference
points were provided using Canada’s three major political parties: the New Democratic
Party was placed at 5 on the scale, the Liberals at 10, and the Progressive Conservatives
at 15.

Results

With respect to hypothesis one, when the combined scores of subjects on the 21
items were compared across the three conditions, significant differences were found,
F(2,142) = 7.10, p < 0.001, accounting for approximately 9% of the variance. Post-hoc
tests (Newman-Keuls) revealed support for human rights to be stronger in the Soviet
Union ( M =121.40) and Third World { M =116.40) conditions compared to the Canada
{ M =109.90) condition.

Table 2
Mean attitudes toward human rights issues in three contexts,

Question Canada Soviet Third World F(2,154)
M RY2) M SD M SD

Free speech 8.38 .95 8.14 137 738 2.18 5.73**
Immigration/cmigration 4.44° 244  7.74% 195  594° 244 2647 **
Ban books /films 585" 27t 742P 212 7.00° 232 593 %+
Forcign ideas in classrooms  6.29 264 657 252 6.64 2.35 0.31
Refusal to work 223" 120 320 236 368° 2.55 5.46 **
Works of art 7.79* 152 7642 246 685" 230 396
Censorship 479 289 624" 234 602" 246 474 **
Land ownership 7007 220 654® 238 526° 230  EO0B***
Forced retirement 6.12 2.54 540 245 5.34 242 1.59
Unacceptable behavior 475 246 482 230 461 238 0.10
Drugs 4.65 273 392 249 496 253 219
Restricted neighborhoods 333% 278 7.18P 224 694° 210 4227 ***
Dangerous groups 4.33 270 532 229 471 2.52 1.91
Free health care 7.50 216 780 214 755 2.32 0.27
Vulgar art 5.87 253 630 254 574 2.7 0.66
Essential food and shelter 6.2% 242 6.26 241 5.94 2.38 0.26
Prostitution 4.60 270 432 289 375 2.73 1.26
Arrest of radicals 5.29 275 630 254  6.04 2.36 217
Masses and government

policy 5.37 228 624 239 577 2.64 1.64
Conscientious objector 6.63 250 6.00 2.61 5.83 2.38 1.46
The number of children 767% 189  7.54% 182 451° 264 3604 ***

Note: Within each row, means with different superscripts differ at the 0.05 level of significance
according to a Neuman Keuls test.
Fp<005 **p<001; ***p<0.001
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We also conducted a more detailed item analysis on the 21 questions measuring
attitudes toward human rights across the three conditions using one-way analysis of
variance (ANOVA). Significant differences emerged on 9 items (sce table 2). Post-hac
tests of means (Newman-Keuls) showed that support for human rights was stronger in
conditions Soviet Union and Third World than in condition Canada on items concern-
ing the banning of bocks and films. support for individuals refusing 10 work, censor-
ship. and neighbourhood restricted to racial or religious groups. Support for human
rights was stronger in conditions Canada and Soviet Uniton than in condition Third
World on items concerning free speech, landownership, the display of privately owned
works of art, and number of children. With respect to the right to immigrate and
emigrate, support for human rights was stronger in condition Soviet Union than in the
Third World and Canada conditions, and stronger in condition Third World than in
condition Canada.

Hypotheses two and three were supported by the negative correlations of right-wing
political ideology and religiousity with support for human rights in conditions Canada
and Third World (table 3). This association was not significant in the Soviet condition.
The Soviet correlation is lower than both those of Canada and the Third World
because the nature of the Soviet regime (i.¢, lefi-wing and anti-religion} lcads those high
on right-wing political ideclogy and religiosity to show support for human rights in this
condition. Hypothesis four was fully supported by the negative correlation between
RWA and support for human rights that was consistent across the three conditions.

A number of other findings are worthy of note. There were differences across the
three conditions in the extent to which human rights violations were perceived in the
areas of freedom of expression, F(2,154) =48.11, p < 0.001; the right to a humane
standard of living, F(2.154) = 26.62, p < 0.00%; and just treaument for law offenders,
F(2.154) = 8.36, p < 0.001. Less violations of freedom of expression and just treatrmuent
for law offenders were seen in condition Canada than in the Soviet Union and Third
World cenditions {their respective means were 3.90 vs. 6.96 and 6.87; 4,80 vs. 5.82 and
6.51). Violations of the right to a humane standard of living werc seen o be greater in
condition Third World (M = 6.93) than in the Soviet Union (M = 5.40) and Canada
{M = 433) conditions, and greater in condition Soviet Union than in condition
Canada.

Table 3
Intercorrelations of right-wing authoritarianism, right-wing political ideology. religiosity and
pro-human rights attitudes across three context among student sample.

i\d"easure Pro-human rights attitudes
Canada Soviet  ‘Third World
(N=1752) (N =503 (N=153)
Right-wing political ideology —033* 0.07 —{).53 wwx
Religious activity —0.30 * 0.04 -036*
Right-wing authoritarianism - 0.66 ¥** —0.42 ** —().52 ***

*p< 005 **p<001: ***p <0001,
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Table 4
Intercorrelation of perceived violations in three domains and pro-human rights attitudes in three
contexts.

Perceived Pro-human rights attitudes

violation Canada Soviet Third World
(N =352) (¥ =50} (N=353)

Freedom of expression 0.34 * 0.19 0.27

Standard of living 0.19 0.13 0.31*

Treatment of lawbreakers —-0.04 030 * 0.22

* p < 0.05.

Perceived violations of freedom of expression, the right to a humane standard of
living, and just treatment for law offenders were correlated with total scores on the 21
attitude measures in each condition (see table 4). Results revealed an association
between pro-human rights attitudes and: (1) perceived viclations of freedom of
expression in condition Canada; (2) perceived violations of just treatment for taw
offenders in condition Soviet Union, and perceived violations of the right to a humane
standard of living in condition Third World.

Comparisons revealed no differences across conditions on the measures of RWA,
F(2,145) = 0.75, n.s.; political ideology, F(2,143) = 0.12, n.s.; and religiousity, £(2,152)
= 0.96, n.s. The profile that emerged of the subject sample was as we might expect
from a student population in the late 198(0’s. The mean responses of subjects on the
RWA scale items was just above the mid-point { M = 5.64, §D =1.42). while they were
slightly to the right of the political spectrum (M =10.30, $D = 3.17) and fairly low on
religiousity (M = 3.49, §SD = 2.43).

Discussion

Study one assessed attitudes toward human rights across three different contexts.
The general trend of findings confirmed hypothesis one: Support for human rights was
stronger in the Soviet and Third World conditions than in condition Canada. However,
differences between Canada and Soviet conditions were not as clear as we had
expected. Responses in condition Soviet Union were sometimes similar to those in
condition Canada, and other times similar to those in condition Third World. Also, on
all nine items of which differences across conditions reached significance, support for
human rights was stronger in condition Third world than in condition Canada. Total
scores underscored this trend: support for human rights was stronger in conditions
Third World and Soviet Union than condition Canada.

Hypoiheses itwo and three received consistent support: right-wing political ideology
and religiousity were negatively associated with support for human rights in conditions
Canada and Third World, but not in condition Soviet Union. Hypothesis four was fully
confirmed: In all three conditions, those scoring higher on right-wing authoritarianism
showed less support for human rights.
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Several other findings are worthy of note. First, the rights of freedom of expression
and just treatment for law offenders werc judged to be violated less in condition
Canada than in conditions Third World than Soviet Union. The right to a humane
standard of living was seen to be violated more in the Third World than in Canada and
the Soviet Union. A viable interpretation of these findings is that there is a greater need
felt to support human rights in the Third World and the Soviet Union, because that is
were the greatest violations are seen to be occurring.

Support for human rights was positively associated with perceived violation of
freedom of expression in condition Canada, humane standard of living in condition
Third World, and treatment of law offenders in condition Soviet Union. One interpre-
tation of this trend assumed the presence of a hierarchy of human rights concerns in
each context. Thus, those showing greater support for human rights in Canada showed
a greater tendency to perceive freedom of speech violations. On the other hand, those
who showed stronger support for human rights in the Third World context were
concerncd more with the relatively “basic” right of a humane standard of living.

In summary, the findings of Study 1 generally confirmed our hypotheses and
suggest that support for some areas of human rights changes across different contexts.
Thus, if there are principles guiding human rights attitudes, they are influenced by
contexual factors. However, there were aspects of study 1 that call for further
investigation. In particular, the subjects in this study were university studeats, a
population that might be relatively idealistic and involved with human rights more in
an abstract rather than a practical manner. Would we find the same cross-situational
shifts in attitndes toward human rights if we used a subject population that was
strongly committed to a particular stand on a specific human rights issue? This
question is taken up in the second study.

Study 2

Our main objective in study 2 was to test the hypothesis that support {or human
rights would be stronger in the Soviet and Third World contexts than in the context of
Canada, using a subject population that had a commitment 1o a particular position on
a speciflic human rights issue. The issue we selected to focus on was that of abortion,
and the subject population we chose were Pro-Life supporters. We selected to study
Pro-Life supporters specifically because they couch their arguments in the terminology
of human rights and present their case on the basis of the most {undamental right of
all: the right to life. Abortion has become one of the most important and intensely
debated human rights issues in Western societies. We reasoned that a sample of
non-student adults who were in practice committed to the Pro-Life cause would stand
in contrast to the subject sample in study 1.

The materials presented to subjects tn study 2 dealt with human rights issucs
generally and abortion specifically. A first challenge was to develop measures of
attitudes toward abortion that would reveal individual differences among the sample.
The subjects were part of a network of Pro-Lifc supporters and proved so strongly
committed to the Pro-Life cause that they tended to reject the abortion option in an
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absolute way. However, through fairty lengthy pilot-work, we developed three scenarios
that successfully led to some variance in the response of Pro-Life supporters toward
abortion,

‘The prediction that support for human rights would be stronger in Soviet and Third
World contexts (hypothesis one) also led to the expectation that Pro-Life supporters
would support the Pro-Life cause more in Soviet and Third World contexts than in the
Canadian context. This is because from the Pro-Life perspective, human rights are
equivalent 1o fetus rights rather than the mother’s rights of ‘freedom of choice’ in
refation to abortion. Thus, from this perspective support for human rights is in line
with support for the Pro-Life cause, and if support for human rights is stronger in
Soviet and Third World contexts, so too should be support for the Pro-Life cause in
these contexts.

A second objective of study 2 was to test the hypothesized associations between
right-wing political ideology, religiosity, and RWA with support for human rights
(hypotheses two to four in study 1), using a subject population that differed from the
student sample used in study 1.

Method

Subjects

Subjects were 74 Pro-Life supporters (28 male, 46 female), recruited through
networks of Pro-Life groups in Montreal, Canada. Specificaltly, potential respondents
were contacted by a confederate who was herself an active Pro-Life supporter, and
asked if they would participate in the study. They were told that the study concerned
attitudes toward various social issues, including abortion. The response raie was
approximately 70%. To be included in the final sample, subjects had to be active as
part of a Pro-Life network as well as to report fairly high agreement with the Pro-Life
cause, by selecting 7 or above on a 1 (not at all} to 9 (completely) scale in response to
the question: To what extent do you agree with the Pro-Life cause? The mean age of
subjects was 42 (ranging from 24 to 75), 56% of them had received university
education, 80% were married, and 76% had children.

Experimental design and materials

The subjects anonymously completed a questionnaire that included six scenarios,
three directly on the issue of abortion and another three concerning other human rights
issues. For half the subjects the scenarios dealing with abortion were presented first,
and for the other half they were presented second. Each scepario involved a central
character, and the three questions following each scenario used a 9-point scale to
examine the subject’s attitudes toward a particular human rights dilemma. For exam-
ple, two questions asked subjects, (a) ‘Would you vote in support of Mrs. Lambert’s
claim to this right?, and {b) ‘Would you advise Paula to have an abortion given her
particular circumstances? The name of the characters in the scenarios and the places in
which events took place were changed across the three conditions. Thus, for example,
‘Mrs. Lambert’ and ‘Montreal’ in condition Canada were changed to *Mrs. Singh’ and
‘New Delhi’ in condition Third World, and to ‘Mrs. Borzov’ and ‘Moscow’ on
condition Soviet Union. Scenario one concerned the case of a television news anchor-
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woman who was fired from her job for refusing o change her hairstyle and ¢lothing to
suit the demands of her employers. Scenario two involved the possible “inhumane
treatment’ of a captured member of an underground group committed to the overthrow
of the government. The third scenario concerned a female shoplifter who was *forced”
by circumstances to steal food to feed her three hungry children.

In the final three scenarios, the central dilemma concerned the rights of the fetus
and the rights of the mother. The main character in scenario four was a female who had
become pregnant, despite taking precautionary measures, and who faced grave medical
problems and possibly death if she gave birth. The fifth scenario concerned a 15-year-old
girl who had become pregnant after being raped, and who felt bighly traumatized about
the prospects of having a child. Finally, scenario six involved a 41-year-old woman
whose fetus, she learned, had the clear signs of severe deformities and may not survive
more than a few years after birth.

The nine items assessing attitudes toward the first three scenarios were combined to
make a single index of pro-human rights attitudes; a single index of Pro-Life attitudes
was computed using the nine items on scenarios lour to six. The Alpha coefficients for
these two measures were 0.84 and 0.71 in condition Canada; 0.66 and 0.93 in condition
Soviet Union; and 0.80 and 0.73 in condition Third World. Except for one case were
the Alpha coefficient was 0.66, these are fairly acceptable reliability coefficients [or
scales with nine items.

Subjects in the three conditions were matched fairly closely on age. sex, marital
status, whether or not they had children, and education level. The mean age of subjects
in the three conditions was 45 (Canada), 38 (Soviet Union), and 41 {Third World). The
percentages of females in the three conditions were 68% (Canada), 61% (Soviet Union)
and 57% (Third World). The percentage of married subjects in each condition was 80%
(Canada), 36% (Soviet Union), and 79% (Third World). The percentage of subjects who
had children was 76% (Canada), 86% (Sovict Union), and 72% (Third World). The
percentage of subjects who had received university education in each condition was
60% (Canada), 52% (Soviet Union), and 57% (Third World).

Results

Responses on the pro-human rights index {scenarios one to threc) and the Pro-Life
index (scenarios four to six) were compared scparately across the three conditions
through one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA). There were significant differences on
both indexes and the direction of differences provided fairly strong support for
hypothesis one (table 5). Post hoc tests of means (Newman-Keuls) showed that on the
pro-human rights index, support for human rights was stronger in the Soviet Ugion
and Third World conditions than in the Canada condition; on the Pro-Life index
support for the Pro-Life cause was stronger in condition Third World than in
conditions Soviet Union and Canada. Thus, on both indexes responses in the Canada
and the Third World conditions differed.

The assoctations of support for human rights with right-wing political ideology and
RWA provided some support for hypothesis two and confirmed hypothesis four (table
6): right-wing political ideology was negatively correlated with pro-human rights
attitudes in conditions Canada and Third World, but not in condition Soviet Union;
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Table 5
Mean attitudes toward human rights and pro-life in three contexts.

Canada Soviet Third World F(2,73)
M SD M SD M SD

Support for

human rights 34.13¢ 14.95 54.57° 10.08 49.21"% 14.25 1223 **
Pro-life

attitudes 67.64° 9.78 68.52° 11.85 73.93% 7.34 3.31*

Note: Within each row, means with different superscripts differ at the 0.065 level of significance
according 1o a Neuman-Keuls test,
*p <005 **p<00L

RWA was negatively correlated with pro-human rights attitudes in all three conditions,
Hypothesis three predicted that the relationship between support for human rights and
religiosity would foliow the same pattern as the relationship between support for
human rights and right-wing political ideology. But this was not confirmed.

The mean score for subjects on religiousity was very near the maximum of nine
(M = 8.23, $D-1.25), their mean score on the RWA items was well above the mid-point
(M =734, §D =1.58), and they fell to the right of the political spectrum (M =12.71,
SD = 3.14). There were no significant cross condition differences on measures of RWA,
F(2,66) = 2.56, n.s.; political ideology, F(2.67) = 2.31, n.s.; or religiosity, F(2,71) =1.33,
1.S.

Discussion

The primary objective of study 2 was to test the hypothesis that support for human
rights would be stronger in the Soviet and Third World conditions than in condition
Canada, using a subject population that was highly committed to and involved with a
particular human rights issue. The subjects were strong supporters of the Pro-Life

Table 6
Intercorrelations of right-wing authoritarianism, right-wing political ideology, religiosity and
pro-human rights attitudes across three context among pro-life sample.

Measure Pro-human rights attitudes
Canada Soviet " Third World
(N =125) (N=121) (N=128)
Right-wing political ideology —044 ~0.24 — (.49 **
Religious activity —-0.20 0.20 .21
Right-wing authoritarianism —063** 0.46 * —-038*

*p <005 **p<001.
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cause, and their attitudes were assessed using items on human rights generally and the
Pro-Life issue spectfically. The subjects were matched fairly closely across the three
conditions on sex, age, cducation level, marital status, number of children, and there
were also no differences across conditions on RWA, right-wing political ideology, and
religiousity.

Responses on the three scenarios dealing with human rights issues and the three
scenarios dealing with the Pro-Life cause generally confirmed hypothesis one. Support
for human rights was stronger in conditions Soviet Union and Third World than in
condition Canada; support for the Pro-Life cause was stronger in condition Third
World than in conditions Canada and Soviet Union. Thus. Canada and Third World
conditions differed on both measures, while responses in condition Soviet Union were
similar to responses in condition Third World on one set of measures and similar to
condition Canada on another sct.

The Tlinding that Pro-Life supporters showed stronger support for the Pro-Life cause
in condition Third World than conditions Canada and Soviet Union is in line with the
interpretation that from the Pro-Life perspective human rights are equivalent (o fetus’
rights, rather than mother’s rights. From the perspective of these Pro-Life subjects,
supporting, the Pro-Life cause more in the Third World context was in line with
supporting huwman rights more in this context than in the context of Capada,

With respect to the second objective of study 2, the association of right-wing
political ideology and RWA with attitudes toward human rights were supportive of
hypotheses two and four. These associations were negative in all cases in both studies,
except for right-wing political ideology in condition Soviet Union. The hypothesized
association of religiosity with suppert for human rights in the three conditions was not
confirmed, perhaps because of the lack of vartance of subjects on religiosity. The
subjects scored very near the maximum on religiosity (M =823, $D=125, on a
9-point scale) and the lack of variance in their responses diminished the possibility of
achieving a high correlation between this measure and support for human rights.

While the general findings provide support for our hypotheses, both studies 1 and 2
involved attitudinal rather than bchavioral measures of support for human rights. In
the domain of human rights particularly, behavior often is of morc practical impor-
tance than attitudes per se. Given the complex relationship between attitudes and
behavior, and the different paths they sometimes follow (Ajzen and Fishbein 1977,
Zanna et al. 1982), we thought it important to test our main hypothesis using a
behavioral measure.

Study 3

Qur main objective in study 3 was to use a behavioral measure of support for
human rights to test the prediction that individuals would show stronger support for
human rights in the Third World and Soviet conditions than in condition Canada.
Second, we wondered if support for human rights would vary across the conditions as a
function of the particular issue in question: Freedom of expression, treatment of law
offenders, and the right to a humane standard of living. Specifically, we wondered if
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the more “basic’ right to a humane standard of living would receive stronger support in
the Third World context. and if the ‘higher-order’ right of freedom of expression would
receive more support in the Canada context. The challenge of testing these ideas using
a behavioral measure led us to develop what we refer to as the ‘call-me-back’ technique.

Method

Subjects

Subjects (N =430) were randomly chosen form lists of undergraduate students
attending McGill University., They were contacted by telephone and asked if they
would be willing to participate in research on human rights.

Experimental design and materials

Alter making contact with a subjcct by telephone, the interviewer explained that her
objective in making this initial contact was to set up a formal telephone interview with
the subject for the next evening. During the second interview, the subject would be
asked to respond to a series of attitudinal questions on human rights. It was stressed
that it was up to the subject to telephone back the next evening, and that by calling
back to participate in the project the subject also would be showing support for human
rights. Subjects were assured that their names and numbers would be wiped from the
master list at the end of the initial telephone contact, and no record would be kept of
the identity of those who did and those who did not phone back. In fact, this procedure
was followed.

An independent groups design was used and subjects were randomly allocated to
one of three conditions. The subjects were informed either that the topic under study
was human rights in Canada (condition ong), the Soviet Union {(condition two) or the
Third World (condition three). A second manipulation was that in each condition the
topic under study was described as concerning human rights either with respect to
freedom of expression, or treatment of law offenders, or the right to a humane standard
of living, The interviewer was kept blind to the purpose of the study was not aware of
the procedure or findings of studies 1 and 2.

Results

Table 7 presents the frequencies of subjects who did and those who did not call
back in cach condition, on cach of the three human rights issues.

A comparison of the total number of call-backs in each condition shows marginally
significant differences, with call-backs being most frequent in the Third World condi-
tion, and least frequent in the Canada condition {(x?—=75.94, p < 0.06). When the
human rights issue was ‘the right to a humane standard of living’, the frequency of
return calls was highest in condition Third World (x% = 8.48, p < 0.05). Marginally
significant differences arose when the issue was ‘freedom of expression’, with the
frequency of return calls being highest in condition Soviet Union (x° = 3.10, p < 0.08).
No differences were found across conditions on the issue of treatment of law offenders.
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Discussion

While differences between the three conditions were only ‘marginally” significant,
this experiment has provided behavioral evidence that seem to be in line with the
general trends we found through attitudinal measures in studies 1 and 2. Most
important is the trend indicating that support for human rights generally was highest in
the Third World condition, and lowest in condition Canada. This provides some
support for hypothesis one through a behavioral measure. Support for human rights in
the Third World was particularly high on the issue of a humane standard of living, and
this follows the trend we found in study 1. However, our expectation that support for
human rights would be higher in condition Canada on the issue of freedom of
expression was not confirmed. Finally, the findings suggest that the ‘call-me-back’
technique can be a simple but effective research strategy for achieving behavioral
Imeasures,

General discussion

The objective of this research was to examine cross-situational
consistency in attitudes and behavior toward human rights, and in this
way to explore the meaning of ‘universality’ of human rights. One
interpretation of ‘universality’ as suggested by the literature (e.g.,
Kohlberg 1976) is that individuals will show cross-situational con-
sistency in their attitudes and behavior toward human rights issues.
However, we noted recent research findings that point to the ideologi-
cal basis of moral reasoning (e.g., Elmer et al. 1983), and hypothesized
that the pattern of associations between ideology and attitudes and
behavior toward human rights would shift across the contexts of
Canada, the Soviet Union, and the Third World.

Qur first hypothesis was that Canadian subjects would show stronger
support for human rights in the Soviet and Third World context than
in the Canadian context. This hypothesis received fairly strong support
in studies 1, 2 and 3, involving respectively the attitudes of a student
sample toward a broad range of human rights issues; the attitudes of a
Pro-Life sample toward human rights issues generally and the Pro-Life
issue specifically; and a behavioral assessment of a student sample with
respect to three basic categories of human rights. In general, the
Canadian subjects seemed to perceive a stronger need to support
human rights in the Soviet and Third World context. This trend would
have been, we believe, even stronger if we had worked with a more
internally consistent human rights scale.
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We have assumed the belief that human rights receive more healthy
support in Canadian than in Soviet and third World societies to be part
of the dominant value system in Canada, and perhaps in all Western
socicties. However, the Canadian subjects did not differentiate between
Canada and the Soviet Union as sharply as they differentiated between
Canada and Third World societies. Perhaps this is because in the age of
glasnost, perestroika, and ‘democratization’ in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe, the Soviet human rights record is perceived more
positively.

While subjects generally seemed to perceive a need to support
human rights more in Soviet and Third World societies than in Canada,
the association between right-wing political ideology and religiousity,
and support for human rights also fellowed different patterns across
the three conditions. Subjects who were more religious and right-wing
were generally more opposed to human rights in Canadian and Third
World contexts, but this association did not hold in the Soviet context.
‘Real world’ examples of this phenomenon might be the behavior of
certain politicians. For example, Mrs. Thatcher’s opposition to certain
‘fundamental human rights’ disappears when the issue of these rights is
raised in the context of communist societies. Presumably, she feels that
there is more need to protect such rights in communist societies, than
there is in ‘democratic’ Britain. Similarly, political expediency has led
successive Soviet leaders to support ‘democratic rights’ in South
America and other parts of the Third World that are more under
Western influence, but to neglect such rights in the communist states of
Eastern Europe.

Our concern in this research has been with the outcomes of moral
reasoning processes, and in subsequent studies it would be useful to
also focus on the processes themselves. A working hypothesis might be
that not only does the pattern of association between political ideology
and support for human rights shift across contexts, but there is also a
shift in moral-reasoning processes that left- and right-wingers go
through to arrive at their respective positions. For example, the uni-
verse of individuals who fall within the category of those entitled to a
‘right’ might change across context. Thus, while the right-winger might
perceive labor unions as a part of a universe of people entitled to take
collective action in the Soviet context, they may exclude labor unions
from this universe in the North American context.

In contrast, the moral reasoning processes underlying the human

-
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rights attitudes of Right-Wing Authoritarians might show high con-
sistency across contexts. Relative to those low on this trait, high
authoritarians were consistent in showing less support for human rights
across the three conditions, and it is probable that they underwent the
same moral reasoning processes to arrive at these attitudes.

Finally, the findings of this study can be seen as a step toward
clarifying the meaning of ‘universality’ with respect to attitudes and
behavior in the area of human rights. The various political and legal
efforts to establish universal human rights generally have been con-
cerned with the rights people should enjoy, irrespective of who they are
and which part of the globe they inhabit (Unit Nations 1983a, 1983b).
A picture of universal rights in its ideal emerges from the legal
literature, and the important declarations of human rights all reflect
this idealism. The achievement of this ideal probably would be facili-
tated through a better understanding of peoples’ actual attitudes and
behavior toward human rights.
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Trois études ont été effectuées dans e but d’examiner les attitudes et les comportements envers les
droits de la personne. Le terme “droits universels” sous-cntend une constance dans les attitudes et
les comportements cnvers ces droits, dans différentes situations. Une interprétation alternative
serait de voir un changement d’attitudes, dans différents contextes, en fonction d'une 1déologie.
Notre premiére hypothése prédisait que les sujets canadiens seraient plus critiques du dossier des
droits de la personne dans la société soviétique et dans le Tiers-Monde et démontreraient un plus
grand support pour les droits de la personne dans ces sociétés et ceci, davantage que pour le
Canada. La deuxiéme hypothése prédisait une corrélation négative entre I'idéologic conservatrice
et I'appui pour les droits de la personne, dans les sociétés canadiennes et dans le Tiers-Monde,
mais non dans la société soviétique; la troisiéme hypothése prédisait une méme relation entre la
religiosité et I'appui pour les droits de la personne. La quatriéme hypothése prédisait gue les
personnes autoritaires, a cause de leur opposition fondamentale aux libertés individuelles, seraient
opposées 4 ces droits dans tous les contextes. La premidre étude impliquait 155 étudiants
exprimant leurs attitudes envers une multitude de sujets reliés aux droits de la personne. La
deuxiéme étude impliquait 74 partisans de la position ‘Pro-Vie', exprimant leurs attitudes par
rapport aux droits de la personne et a l'avortement. La troisiéme ¢tude impliquait unc mesure
compostementale de 'appui pour les droits de la personne parmi 450 étudiants. Les résultats
appuienl, en général, la premiére et la quatriéme hypothése, et confirment partieilement la
deuxiéme et la troisiéme hypothése. Ces résultats semblent appuyer davantage I'association entre
I'idéologie et le raisonnement moral.



