before Chechen leader Aslan Maskhadothe Qur’an, not on the perceived injusticeto Islam as the one and only true religion”
was killed on March 8, 2005, he also sig-of the political system (Brandon, 2005).(Marsella, 2004, p. 44) and the enforce-
naled his intention to have a dialogue withJudge al-Hitar asked those messianic tement of this radical fundamentalist belief
Vladimir Putin. rorists to read the Qur'an and justify to himthrough “sacrament” acts of violence against
Islamic fundamentalist terrorists orwhere this holy book states under whichunbelievers. Contrary to Moghaddam’s con-
messianic terrorists like bin Laden and al-specific situations innocent civilians can orclusion, conventional strategies (e.g., diplo-
Zargawi have a different agenda: to elimi-cannot be killed and where the book statesnacy, military forces, etc.) have been effec-
nate any political system that does not emthat children and women can be Kkilled.tive in preventing and combating terrorism.
brace Islam as the “only true religion . ..They could not find in the Qur'an the jus- A dialogue with messianic terrorists in lower
and [accept] that all other religions andtification for their asymmetrical terrorist positions in the structure of the terrorist or-
civilizations [are] barbarian, evil, and ani- attacks. Judge al-Hitar, however, showeganization may be accomplished, but only if
mal-like” (Laqueur, 2000, p. 33; see alsoto them numerous passages in the Qur'aa theological dialogue is emphasized. But we
Marsella, 2004, pp. 44—45). As noted byinstructing Muslims that innocent civilians should remember that before this dialogue
Hallett (2004), in public these terrorists (including children and women) should notcan occur, messianic terrorists must first be
claim that they are motivated by a “self- be attacked, that other _rellglong should beaptured (e.g., with military forces, intelli-
sacrificing love for the oppressed” (p. 53)respected, and that a fight against the ergence sharing, etc.).
as well as the elimination of poverty andemy is acceptable only in self-defense. The
injustice, “but their true motive is the apoc- result§: Judge al-Hitar said that those flvq{EFERENCES
alyptic belief that the world is so corrupt terrorists plus “three hundred and 64 young
that they must destroy it [including killing Men have been released after going througBrandon, J. (2005, February 4). Koranic duels
innocent children and women] to save it"[theological] dialogues and none have left ease terrorThe Christian Science Monitor

A ; Har “Lill. Yemen to fight anywhere else” (Brandon, pp. 1, 10-11.
(p. 63). Messianic terrorists consider kil 2005, p. 10). Hallett, B. (2004). Dishonest crimes, dishonest lan-

T et et e 2009 2 el oo sugeste it magr B b S5 o o i
known asjihad, or holy war, rooted in MiStake made by the Egyptian government St;’,?d;';‘,g ?en:rorisn{ ps'ycr?gzﬁc%(mostfncoenr;e_
Islamic terrorists’ interpretation of the In response to terrorism was its _brutal pun- guences, and interventioigisp. 49—67).’Wash-
method of the Prophet Mohammad (La_lshment of terrorists in prison with ington, DC: American Psychological Association.
queur, 2000), who went to Mecca andng atempt on the part of the authorities to reed-294eur, W- (2000)The new terrorism: Fanat-
“declared a holy war, a jihad, on all non-ycate prisoners, to show them they have been Icism anF! arms of mass destructiodxford,
believers” (White, 2003, p. 93). Islamic misled by demagogues and that Islamic lessons, Cngiand: Oxford University Press.
fundamentalist or messianic terrorists usehey had been taught were no means the only an %fﬁgfieﬁo;]i'srf_ogitesezﬁf]t(':‘;”?sOgr:gtzz:‘:(;_
Mohammad’s words (i.e., the Qur'an) tothe most authoritative interpretation [of the tions. In E. M l\'/loghadc’iam &AF\) J’ Marsella
justify their violence. It should be noted, Quranl. (p. 45) (Eds.), Understanding terrorism: Psychoso-
ts Eds.), g terrorism: Psychoso
hOWGV?f_, that th? majority of more thanLaqueur’s comments suggest that judge al- cial roots, consequences, and interventions
one b|II|on. _Musl!m§ in the world are Hitar was on the right track with his theo- (pp. 11-44). Washington, DC: American Psy-
“peaceful citizengitalics added]” (Powell, logical dialogues. chological Association. _
2004, p. 54) and that fewer than one per- Examples of components of the “na_Moghaddam, F. M. (2005). The staircase to ter-

cent of them interpret the Qur'an in a rad-; o : rorism: A psychological exploratiommeri-
) . ive reliance” to combat terrorism that i _
ical fundamentalist manner. can Psychologist, 60,61-169.

. - . Moghaddam (2005) considers ineffectivepowell, B. (2004, September 13). Struggle for
A dialogue with the leaders of Islamic 45 el as “costly and counterproductive” the soul of IslamTime, 16446 66.
fundamentalist or messianic terrorist orgayy, 167) include counterterrorism programsJ.S. Department of Justice (2004\-Qaeda
nizations may never be possible. This is thg,,q “improved technology and superior training manual Washington, DC: Author.
main message of the leader of al-Qaedgjjitary [forces]” (p. 167), to which the U-S.Department of State. (200@pttern of global
(bin Laden) in theAl-Qaeda Training Man- o] jowing might be added: diplomacy pro- . _terrorism—2003Washington, DC: Author.
ual (U.S. Department of Justice, 2004):moting international counterterrorism, in-Wh:fer]' JaR'é2?03)TemX_'sw:§” '”trﬁducnon
“Islamic governments have never and willg|ligence sharing among nations, disrup- (4th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

never be establishetirough peaceful so- tjon of financial sources, and the support of

lutions [italics added] and cooperative moderate Muslim leaders. The U.S. De-correspondence concerning this comment should

councils. They are established as they [alpartment of State (2004), however, notede addressed to Freddy A. Paniagua, Department

ways] have been ... by gun. . . bullet [and}that “al-Qaeda is no longer the organizatiorof Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Univer-

by tongue and teeth” (p. 1). In addition, binjt once was, largely due to such [“naivesity of Texas Medical Branch, Galveston, TX

Laden has confessed that he ordered th@liance]” (p. v). 77555-0189. E-mail: fpaniagu@utmb.edu

9/11 attacks. Who would expect bin Laden I conclude that Moghaddam’s (2005)

to have a dialogue with President Bush inmetaphor may explain the origin of politi-

the WhittledHogsel? X cal terrorism but not the origin of Islamic
Could a dialogue with messianic ter-fundamentalist or messianic terrorism .

rorists not in leadership positions besponsored by bin Laden and al-Zargawi. ESYChOIO,gIcal Processes.am,:!

achieved? The answer is “probably,” if thatOn the surface, the self-sacrificing mo- The Staircase to Terrorism

dialogue is theological rather than political.tivation of these terrorists agrees with

For example, in December 2002, Judge HaMoghaddam’s suggestion regarding im- Fathali M. Moghaddam

mound al-Hitar in Sanaa, Yemen, invitedproving the conditions on the ground floor Georgetown University

five al-Qaeda members in a Sanaa prison t{eliminating poverty, promoting justice and

engage with him in a theological dialoguefairness, etc.; see Hallett, 2004, pp. 50-51)Terrorists are made, not born: This is the

with an emphasis on the interpretation ofbut their real motivation is a “commitment clear implication of at least 70 years of
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psychological research on conformity andong-term and short-term, and they need talistinction between Islamic terrorism and
obedience, demonstrating that under cembe informed by research illuminating thepolitical terrorism, this is far too simplistic
tain conditions, psychologically normal psychological processes that emergéo be useful in practice, and such a classi-
adults can inflict serious and even lethathrough participation in collective life (Vy- fication would confuse rather than en-
harm on others (Moghaddam, 2005agotsky, 1978) on the staircase to terrorismlighten research and policy. But Paniagua
chaps.15 & 16). A major challenge con- Several of the points raised by Pa-and Steiner do make an important contri-
fronting psychologists is to delineate theniagua (2005) and Steiner (2005, this issueution by helping to highlight this ques-
conditions in which individuals are social- are insightful and help to broaden the rangé¢ion: What is distinct about modern Islamic
ized to become terrorists as well as thef factors to be considered on the staircasterrorism? My contention is that this ques-
psychological processes underlying thigo terrorism. Steiner highlights the role oftion can best be addressed with reference to
transformation. As a step toward this goalijncitement, and this points to the impor-the foundational psychological processes
I proposed (Moghaddam, 2005b) the mettance of both research and policies for betintegral to collective life on the staircase to
aphor of a narrowing staircase leading tqer understanding, monitoring, and combatterrorism, with identity processes being the
the terrorist act at the top of a building,ing voices for hate. The neutrality of the most central. Such exploration can benefit
with thought and action on each floor charpsychological researcher is severely testeffom psychological research in the social-
acterized by specific psychological pro-when the subjects of study are intent oridentity tradition that was initiated in Eu-
cesses, including relative deprivation anjeceiving investigators, and past researctope and has become international
the identity-based “good-copy problem”eyperience with extremist groups suggestéNorchel, Morales, Rez & Deschamps,
(ground floor); perceived justice and indi-that a combination of quantitative and qual-1998) and from exploration of identity
vidual mobility (first floor); displacement jiative methods are required to meet thichallenges “from the terrorist's point of
of aggression (second floor); engagementsienge (see Billig, 1978). Incitement isview” (Moghaddam, in press).
with a morality supportive of terrorism g tactor to consider, particularly on the Islamic communities in many parts of
(third floor); perceived legitimacy and So-qrqund floor of the staircase to terrorismthe world are experiencing an identity cri-
lidification of categorical thinking (fourth '\ here some individuals are first persuadesis, central to which is thgood-copy prob-
ﬁloor); and \,,"I'f'c"’}t'on and distancing _Of to start climbing the stairway, and on thelem the perception that identity ideals
the enemy,” particularly through terrorist go0.5nq fioor, where incitement can lead talominant in one’s own community are
myths (fifth roor)._ . the displacement of aggression onto spefimported” and lack authenticity, and the
Under certain - conditions on the cific targets. Paniagua points out that &est one can achieve is to become a good
ground roor,_ where th'.e vast majority of number of extremist leaders are not open teopy of, but never as good as or better than,
pleopI% remalr;], SO”:F ﬂ'ssit'Sf'Edf'nd'v'ldu'negotiation, suggesting that when attemptmajority out-group models. The good-copy
‘tailosn:”toss:rrgeiv%ré ir!?us?tircegorli s%rlustic:)ﬁéing negotiation with individuals who have problem has confronted numerous minori-
are not found, they are more Iikely to Climbreach_ed the final_ I_evels of the sta_ircase toies, put it has rarely done so to _the degree
o the top of t’he Staircase and commit ter_te_rrorlsm, au_thorltle_s must selectlvely_tryand in the manner now expenenc_ed by
rorist acts. This decision-tree conceptualg'ﬁerem policies with different terrorist Islamic communities. For example, in the
ization depicts thought and action asdroups and Ie_ader_s. This strategy h?_;ls beeNnort_h Arperl_c_an context, women and
strongly guided by contextual conditions.Put into practice vylth some success in sevethnic minorities have experl_enced the
There are always available in every majoreralll t:joubled regions, including Northernﬂpod .co?ly Eroblemh, begaltj)se |dh¢als have
society, including Western societies, a few"eland. . istorically been shaped by W ite meﬂn.
extremist voices advocating a morality sup- A suptle but.profound theme I|nk§ the However, th(ough. co!lectlve Ilbera.thn
portive of terrorism; the question for psy- other major pomts made by Pan.laguapovement.s, involving in part the feminiza-
chologists is this: Under what conditions(20,05) .and. Steiner (2005): that Islamic ter{!on of socpte}I values and the trapsforma—
will such extremists gain a dedicated fol-"0"iSM is different and has to bg treqted gi;!on”of ethnic images (e._g., “Blaqk_ is beau-
lowing, particularly among the young, and® _separate phenomenon. Steiner impliesful”), women and ethnic minorities h_avz_a
even garner sympathy among the generzﬁ?'s with referen_ce to what he sees asalon_g1ad¢ some progress toward gstabllshl_ng
public? istory of conflict between the West andidentity ideals that are authentic to their
| argued that short-term (typically mil- the Islamic World; Paniagua suggests thisn-groups.
itary) and long-term (preventive) solutionsPY Placing terrorism by various major “ter- The good-copy problem also con-
to terrorism can be adopted in tanden{Orist organizations” in the category pb-  fronts numerous developing societies that
(Moghaddam, 2005b, p. 167). However, iflitical terrorism and depicting political ter- are influenced by Western media and the
long-term preventive solutions are not ef-rorism as different fromislamic terrorism.  images of Western ideals depicted through
fectively given higher priority, every ter- Both of these observations are intriguingfilms, music, and electronic communica-
rorist killed through conventional short- but they should not distract psychologiststions. This trend is even present in a coun-
term action will quickly be replaced by from the foundational psychological pro-try as vast and powerful as communist
others climbing the staircase to terrorismcesses that underlie terrorist thought an€hina, where women are the target of
This is clear to observers closely monitor-action. growing advertisement campaigns de-
ing a recent sharp rise in terrorism emanat- ~ Besides, these points made by Pasigned to persuade them that through face
ing from Islamic communities despite niagua (2005) and Steiner (2005) raisand body sculpture, “eye rounding,” leg
large-scale military actions against terror-nore questions than they answer: If a longelongation, and various forms of drastic
ists, a point that makes questionable thdistory of conflict gives rise to terrorism, plastic surgery, they can become good cop-
claim that “conventional strategies ...why do some conflicts (e.g., the cold war,es of ideal Western models. In addition to
have been effective in preventing and comthe French—English rivalry in Canada, etc.the physical pain and sacrifice involved in
bating terrorism” (Paniagua, 2005, this is-not lead to terrorism, even when one sidesurgical procedures such as leg elongation,
sue, p. 1039). Solutions need to be botfbecomes relatively very weak? As for theconducted to help Asian women conform
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to Western ideals of female bodily propor-REFERENCES priorities for the working-class mothers
tions, wider psychological consequences ) ) were that their children should “really
are indicated by research in the social-iden'—B"."g'I M. (19?%)1' Fss‘t?'StS:l';“:SOCt'La" pdsychglog' need” and develop a respect for them.

tity tradition. Individuals experiencing the :(?er\rl:ﬁ:WP?ess? ational Fronf-ondon- Ac- Now, _supposing one were to offer_ a
good-copy problem have diminished poswoghaddam, F. M. (2005areat ideas in psy- Cr0Ss-section of mothers an intervention

sibilities for achieving a distinct and posi- chology: A cultural and historical introduc- Program designed to help them ensure that

tive social identity—a universally desired tion. Oxford, England: Oneworld. their children really needed them, what
outcome, as suggested by social-identitjloghaddam, F. M. (2005b). The staircase towould one expect the relative take up
research. terrorism: A psychological exploratioAmer-  among middle- and working-class mothers

ican Psychologist, 60161—-169. to be?

. _In the face of imported We_stern iden_Moghaddam F. M. (in pressfrom the terror- : .
tity ideals, non-Western societies face the ™ cy¢ point of ViewWestport, CT: Praeger. I do not want to pursue this question

challenge of constructing alternative indig-paniagua, F. A. (2005). Some thoughts on th§1€"€- My point is that virtually all the in-
enous identity ideals, particularly to influ- “staircase to terrorism.American Psycholo- terventions discussed by CECI and Paplerno
ence the young. But what institutional re- gist, 60,1038—1039. (2005) are construed within—and designed
sources are available in Islamic societies t&teiner, J. (2005). Historical conflict and incite-to reward—what one might call a Western,
help construct indigenous identity ideals? Ment also provoke the journey to terrorism.middle-class mind-set and to reinforce its
Because of complex political, economic,, ,/American Psychologist, 60038. personal and social structural consequences

. 'Vygotsky, L. S. (1978).Mind in society: The _fulilli
and cultural factors, the mosque is the only”Geyelopment of higher psychological pro__thVOUgT a S%” fU”"[{'Egtpl’OCefs- Yet tFe_re
institution left intact and capable of action cessesCambridge, MA: Harvard University > amP'€ Evidence that peopie, even iiving

independent from the local dictators who Press. in Westernized societies, espouse a wide
rule almost all Islamic societies of the NearWorchel, S., Morales, J. F.,'Ba, D., & De- Variety of alternative values. Many of the
and Middle East. It was the mosque that schamps, J. C. (Eds.). (1998ocial identiy: mothers involved in our study failed to take
served as the vanguard of the revolution International perspectives.ondon: Sage. up the programs that were proffered be-
against the dictatorship of the Shah in Iran cause the whole way of thinking embedded

; ; P within them conflicted, somewhat inarticu-
in 1978, just as it is the mosque that h-a%o"esmnde”ce concerning  this commenfately with their own. They sensed that the
emerged as the most powerful standing inshould be addressed to Fathali M. Mthaddarrbrogr:':\ms were somehow destructive of

stitution in post-Saddam “democratic” Iraq. Department of Psychology, White Gravenorth o val thouah th Id that
Because dictators in the Near andBuilding, Third Floor, Georgetown University, €Il values (although they could see tha
Middle East have silenced all other viableWashington, DC 20057. E-mail: moghaddf@the programs had economic advantages). In
voices, the mosque is the only resource sti#eorgetown.edu reality, many of the programs mentioned
available to Muslims grappling with the by Ceci and Papierno (2005) are not only

. . destructive of nonmainstream values, they
good-copy problem. It is only in the po"1071037/0003-086x.60.9.1041

mosques of the Near and Middle East that also co_ntrlbute _to societal processes that
are rapidly heading our species toward ex-

one can at least with some measure of More Problems With Gap tinction, carrying the planet as we know it
safety hear political speeches critical of Closing Philosophy with it (see the special section on psychal-

government policies. This relative freedom - NS
s and Research ogists and sustainability in the May 2000
within the shelter of the mosque has cre- issue of theAmerican Psychologit

ated opportunities for the “incitement” that . .

SteineFr)p(ZOOS) highlights. Extremists es- ~John Raven full CdQCI andthPap]L?rno (2?05) verg usef—
pousing the adoption of an “authentic, pure Edinburgh, Scotland udy ;_scusls_ te © |E[:_acy ?hei r;]um erfto
Islamic identity” have had greatest influ- educational Tverventions “hat have oren
ence in the two countries that most directlylthough Ceci and Papierno's “The Rhet-been lpl)rorﬂotfedhas pangce?s. Un:]ortunat_ely,
evolved a collective identity on the basis of°!¢ and Reality of Gap Closing: When t_heVIrtlJ,a y all of t c?se st; er rohm the previ-
Islam: Saudi Arabia, the keeper of Islam’s, 1ave-Nots' Gain but the “Haves' Gain ously mentioned problem. The Western—
holiest sites, and P:akistan, which becam& "N More” (February-March 2005) wasand particularly the American—mind-set

e _more than welcome, the discussion waéwhich is heavily embedded in psycholog-
separated from India in 1947 as an Is'IamIér.lnevertheless still couched within a seri-cal theory) has (actually for sociological

society (and was declared an Islamic reg oo irrally biased conceptual frame-féasons) increasingly embraced a single-
pUbI_IC n 1956) In _llne Wlth this anaIySIS’ ork. Even though most psychologists ac_faCtOr model of ab|||ty Yet ample evidence
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia are the SOUrCe Qlg ¢ this framework, it actually rendersshows that children have the capacity to
the _Iargest number of Islamic terrorist actsmany ways of dealing with the problem ofdevelop a huge variety of different talents
against Western targets. disadvantage invisible and undiscussableand abilities and that society needs this
In summary, Paniagua (2005) and Some years ago, in the course of evalwide variety. (See Raven & Stephenson,
Steiner (2005) make some InSIghtful Com'uating an adult education program de2001, for a summary of the evidence sup-
ments that enrich the staircase metaphafijgned to, in the words of the programporting these claims, but see Raven, 2002,
and highlight the question of why Islamic provider, “enhance mothers’ unique andor a more pointed discussion of the issues
terrorism is on the rise and targeting therreplaceable” role in promoting the devel-involved.) Here it is sufficient to refer to
West. Psychological science can best acspment of their 2—3-year-old children, mybut one example of a type of potentially
dress this issue by focusing on foundationaolleagues and | (Raven, 1980) inquireduniversalized educational intervention that
psychological processes that emerge throughto mothers’ priorities in child rearing. is very different than those discussed by
collective life (e.g., identity processes andThe middle-class mothers listed objectiveCeci and Papierno. When, in the course of
the good-copy problem) and are associatedf the kind typically discussed by psychol-multiple-talent-oriented, inquiry-oriented,
with support for a morality that condonesogists, such as encouraging prereadingroject-based education conducted mainly
terrorism. skills and developing concepts. But the togn the environment around the school,
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