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Let me see now;

To get his place, and to plume up my will
In double knavery —how, how? Let's see.
After some time, to abuse Othello’s ear
That he is too familiar with his wife

—Othello, Act 1, scene iii, pp- 398-402

In Shakespeare’s play Othello, the spiteful lago hates Othello and
schemes his downfall. Iago pretends to be friends with Cassio, Othello’s
lieutenant, and by gaining Cassio’s confidence he manages to set a trap
to make Othello believe his wife is having an affair with Cassio. Conse-
quently, Othello becomes Cassio’s enemy and orders his df-zath, a.nd f'or
her “treachery” he murders his own wife. Then, realizing l‘}lS tragic mis-
take, Othello kills himself. Throughout the play, the cunning Iago uses

variations of the age-old tactic “the enemy of my enemy is my friend” to
attack his various enemies.
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FROMWORLD WAR 1l TO COLD WARALLIANCES

The great powers alliance formations during and after World War Ii
(1939-1945) provide an international example of “the enemy of my enemy
is my friend” in action. During World War I, warring nations split into
two dominant alliances—the Allied powers and the Axis powers (see
Table 3.1). The Allied powers positioned the Axis powers, particularly
Germany, as harboring grandiose imperialist ambitions, which spurred
the Axis powers to invade Poland in 1939 and advance into France, the
Netherlands, and Luxembourg in 1940. In response, the United States and
the Allied powers worked to halt Germany’s “imperialistic” endeavors
and prevent the Axis powers from invading other nations (Gilbert, 2004

The relationship between Germany and the United States was obvi-
Ouf?ly extremely hostile during the war. The United States’ narrativé
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T‘b“ J.'
orid War 1l Alliances: Main Axis and Allied Powers

“Main Allied Powers Main Axis Powers
'&"wn Germany

China Italy

France Japan

United States
e

The Government of Germany, pursuing its course of world conquest
declared war against the United States . . the forces endeavoring tc;
enslave the entire world now are moving toward this hemisphere
Never before has there been a greater challenge to life, liberty and
civilization. Delay invites greater danger. Rapid and united effc;ﬂ by
all of the peoples of the world who are determined to remain free
will ensure a world victory of the forces of justice and of righteous-
ness over the forces of savagery and of barbarism_ I therefore request

the Congress to recognize a state of war between the United States
and Germany. (Roosevelt, 1941)

After long and bitter fighting, the Allied powers prevailed in 1945,
When hostility ceased, Germany’s economy, infrastructure, and politi-
cal system lay in shambles and in its weakened state, Germany no longer
threatened U.S. security and values. Germany was no longera U.S. enemy
(Gilbert, 2004).

Instead, the United States had a new concern: their former wartime
ally, the Soviet Union. The United States was distrustful of the USSR even
during World War I, but their shared German enemy gave these two
nations common ground, allowing them to maintain a civil relationship
throughout the war. Once the war ended, however, the United States and
the Soviet Union had little in common politically and without Germany
as a shared enemy, the U.S.-Soviet relationship quickly disintegrated, as
each grew fearful of the other’s ideology.

The U.S. recharacterization of the Soviet Union as an enemy prompted
the United States to reformulate its foreign policy and shuffle its alliances.
The wartime alliances quickly dissolved, and the emergent relationships
reflect America’s pervasive use of the “enemy of my enemy is my friend”
policy across its relationships with multiple nations. The United States
befriended many of its former enemies including West Germany, Japan,
and Italy against their common enemy, the USSR. The United States also
became enemies with many of their former friends including China. Some
relationships remained stable, and the United States continued to ally with
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Table 3.2 1939 to 2012

lliance Shifts from
All WorldWar I ColdWar m

(1939-1945)  (1945-1991) (1991 50"

i Enemies .
Enemies Friends
Lljss:&st;tG é(::]ni::ly Enemies grlends Frieng,
i i nemies Ambi
er USSR Friends i i
U.S.—U:_SR/form Friends En.emles ComPetito,.s
us o Enemies Friends Friends
3-2-—{:;;0 Enemies Friends Friends
U‘s._United Kingdom Friends Fr.lends Frfends
U'5' — France Friends Friends Friends
5. s

France and the United Kingdom, likely because the;y shgred an enem
both during and after World War II. Overall, the relationship shifts follow
the “enemy of my enemy is my friend” pattern and reflect the INcorpora-
tion of this strategy in U.S. foreign policy. Table 3.2 shows shifting U.s,

ositions toward various nations during World War II, the Cold War, ang
Post—Cold War, in accordance with the “enemy of my enemy is my friend”
pattern.

One of the most salient examples of America’s mid-20th century “the
enemy of my enemy is my friend” policy is the shift in the U.S. narrative
regarding West Germany. Following World War II, the United States
crafted a new narrative, which in stark contrast to its wartime narrative,
portrayed West Germany as a friend. It allied with West Germany and
collaborated to undermine their shared enemy, the USSR, using tactics
such as economic sanctions, arms controls agreements, and the Berlin
airlift (1948-1949). U.S. policymakers and presidents highlighted shared
interests. President Ronald Reagan explained:

Despite the legacy of two world wars, which found us on opposing
sides, West Germany and the United States have forged an excep-
tionally close relationship during the past three decades. The suc-
cess of the Marshall plan, the Berlin Airlift, and the ensuing NATO
partnership have led to a recognition of our common democratic
ideals and joint interest in Western economic and political strength.
(Reagan, 1985, p. 615)

The USS. narrative depicted West Germany as a partner and friend in
combating the Soviet threat and spreading democracy and capitalism.

All of these collaborative endeavors ke i st
Germany were attempts to reduce Sﬁémtéﬁjﬁy;ldgﬁﬁi ge ner
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U.S.-AL QAEDA RELATIONS

In addition to befriending European Powers
befriended Islamic fundamentalj

_ : St groups in seyer
AfghaniSta“ and Pakistan in an €Mpt to curb Sy

Nnvasio :
The Soviet Union deployed troops in an attem g 7 Bhanista
weakening Communist l?arty, which held Power at the time
sion. In addition, the Soviet Union wanteq to gain a foothold jn South Asia
and hoped that control of Afghanistan would €ventually provige access to
oil, gas, and mineral regerve§ in the Guif Region (Shaban, 2006).
In response to the invasion, Afgha

Nis organized into
resistance groups and fought the Soviet

of the inva-

ti0“/iihad?region_
The Mujahideen consisted of an amalgamation of Afghani
damentalist sects as well as foreign troops recruited and transported to
Afghanistan by the wealthy Arab interests, including the Saudji business-
man Osama bin Laden (Maley, 2002).

The United States responded to the invasion by Supporting the Mujahideen
against their shared enemy, the Soviet Union. To ensure a Mujahideen
victory and expulsion of the Soviet Union from Afghanistan, the United
States trained, armed, and financed the Mujahideen resistance fighters.
Estimates of the U.S. contribution vary,

but some figures suggest that the
U.S. provided up to $20 billion in support for the Mujahideen, making it
the largest covert operation in U S, history (Hiro, 1999).

To carry out the operation and to ensure that it remained covert, the
United States used Pakistan as an intermediary. To ensure Pakistan’s
continued support against Soviet expansion, the United. States §upgorted
Mohammad Zia Al-Huq's military dictatorship and his Isl:f\mlzahon of
Pakistani institutions (Haqqani, 2005). With US. support, Zia controlled
Pakistan and instituted Shari’ia law and an Islamic political system. Zia stated:

We have no intention of leaving power till the .accomplishmc.mt o;
our objectives of Islamization of the national polity and induction o
decency in politics. Until then neither will | step down or let anyone
rise. (Zia in Weiss, 1986, pp. 166-167)
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attacks. To accomplish these goals, the Unltfed Statf:s mvad.ed Afghanisty,
on October 14, 2001, and overthrew the ruling Taliban regime, which tac.
itly supported and provided safe haven for al-Qaeda forces (Nationg]
Commission, 2004). - .

The United States post-9/11 policies marked a radical sh1ft fromtheUg
policies enacted during the Cold War. The U.S. relationship with al-Qaeda,
the Taliban, and bin Laden shifted drastically from friendship and co.
laboration against their mutual Soviet enemy to hostility and ﬁghﬁng. The
U.S narrative changed from Reagan’s characterization of al-Qaeda’s par-

ent organization as “freedom fighters” to Bush’s description of al-Qaeda
as “enemies of freedom.” He explained:

U.S. President Ro
; 1Ism
against commuri

[}
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Sed Ziatgf]

These terrorists kill not merely to end lives but to disrupt and end a

way of life. With every atrocity, they hope that America grows fear-
ful, retreating from the world and forsaking our friends. They stand
against us, because we stand in their way. (Bush, 2011)

The U.S. narrative toward Pakistan also changed. Although the United
States outwardly characterizes Pakistan as a friend, the relationship is
fraught with tension and hostility. The U.S. condemns many of Pakistan’s
Islamic fundamentalist groups, which it previously supported against the
Communists and condemns the government for their soft-line approach
to dealing with these groups. One such group is the Haqqani network,
which President Reagan supported against the Soviet Union, but mem-
bers of this Pakistani group are now considered terrorists and deemed
threats to U.S. national security (Rashid, 2012).

In sum, during the Cold War, the United States befriended Pakistan as

well as al-Qaeda’s parent organiza@yg Afrnediy dhad Seamaer
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pitalize on Republican voters’ dislike
of Obama by positioning himself as the best candi

date to challenge Obama
on the economy in the presidential election, Romney said the following
during a primary debate:

Let’s go back and talk about the question that Dave asked, which is
how to get small business a break. And President Obama has done
believe that to create jobs it helps to
have a job. And I have. And having had a job in small business and
in big business, I know all tha

t you have to do is to make America
the most attractive place in the

world for business, (Fox News, 2011,
September 22)
Instead of positioning himself as a conservative among many conserva-
tive candidates, Romney distin

guished himself as a businessman with the

ge Obama on the economy and fix it once
P supporters, it would not be because of his
conservatism. For example,

the Republican governor of Arizona, Jan
Brewer, endorsed Mitt Romn
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Well you know,
more than that, |
he has that politica
the best of all the can
[ think Mitt is by far the p

February 26)
¢ Brewer had not initially supported the Romney,
he following observations: She endorsed him iy ;m.
eason started, said “it was a difficult decision," S

in the video broadcast she appears to make a concerted effort to appes
orsement. Put simply, she endorsed Romney becy, s;

happy with her end : .
shg }:hinks Romney is the best candidate to beat their common Politicy

enemy, President Obama. | |
porters started selling the me"itability

In March 2012, Romney’s sup i
of the Romney candidacy and the need to coalesce behind him tq bes,

Obama. After “Super Tuesday,” the Romney campaign said it woulq take
an “act of God” or “bends the laws of reality” for Romney not to win the
primary election (Haake & Novogrod, 2012, March 7). On March 29, 2015

Marco Rubio endorsed Mitt Romney on Fox News:

It appears tha
paign based on t
after the primary S

Well, I am going to endorse Mitt Romney and the reason why is not
only because he’s going to be the Republican nominee, but he offers
at this point such a stark contrast to the president’s record. (Fox

News, 2012, March 28)

Like Jan Brewer who had not initially supported the Romney cam-
paign, Rubio clearly stated that he was endorsing Romney because he
wants a Republican to beat Obama in November. Later in the interview,
he did say that “Romney will govern as a conservative” but this came
as part of selling Romney and not as part of the explanation of why he
endorsed Romney. Stated clearly, Romney and his supporters positioned
all Republicans with the duty to support Romney, their best chance to beat

Obama in the general election.
The conservative challenge to the Romney candidacy started dispersed

among several candidates and eventually coalesced around Santorum.
Bachmann was one of the candidates that benefited from a conserva-
tive anti-Romney position. Bachmann polled first in national polls in July
and August 2011. Two days before winning the Ames Iowa Straw Poll in
August, Bachmann said the following (Fox News, 2011, August 13):

We need to have a president of the United States who stands firm
on their convictions. This is what I have demonstrated for every day

that I have been in Congress. I hay§ @ amistat bayo@ afgsSdanner
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that the Republican electorate believed “the enemy (Romney) ilf)e;fs

y

enemy (Obama) is my friend.”

THE EGYPTIAN MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD

of my enemy is my friend” strategy is used not only in g,
West but around the globe. This section looks at how the Muslim Bl‘othe:
hood in Egypt positioned itself after the Egyptian revolution.

In early 2011, Hosni Mubarak resigned from the presidency of Egypt
and the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) took control of
the government. The Muslim Brotherhood, the largest and most organ-
ized opposition party, which was long suppressed by the Egyptian gov-
ernment and security apparatus, emerged as a major political player.
The Brotherhood won the most seats in the new parliament and the
presidency (AFP, 2012, January 21; BBC, 2012, January 23; Kirkpatrick,
2012, June 24). From the beginning of the revolution, the Brotherhood
arefully crafted its statements so as not to antagonize other

The “enemy

generally c
political parties.

In its public statements the Brotherhood turned upside-down the logic

of “the enemy of my enemy is my friend.” The Brotherhood has avoided
positioning itself as friend or enemy of any political actor. Rather, the
Brotherhood has defined itself as a friend of the Egyptian people and an
enemy to the enemies of the Egyptian people, and hence has the duty
to rule. The Brotherhood’s reasoning is “the enemy of my friend (the

Egyptian people) is my enemy.”
The strategy of avoiding saying that the Brotherhood has political
after

friends or enemies is reflected in 1t§3§25tﬁa élgt ric. Eor example,
& de c??a\{rrgﬁm ReaBer

winning the parliamentary elections,
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ent, the Brotherhood said that it is protesting not
because of narrow self-interest but because it must protecjc the Egyptian
revolution. Like its normal procedure, the Brot.he%rhood did not ca}l out
the enemies of the revolution directly. Rafher it ]u§t called thern 're.m_
nants of the former regime” even though it was fairly clear its politica]
enemies are those that retard their political advancement (e.g., F)mar
Suleiman). The Brotherhood also basically- Iabe.led Ahr_ned Shafiq, its
opponent in the second round of the presidential election, a remnant
(Kirkpatrick, 2012, May 25). However, in general the Brotherhood has

avoided this strategy. ) L
In its public statements, the Brotherhood has tried to position itself

as an altruistic group that puts the interests of Egyptian people before
even their own interests. They had said that they have no natural ene-
mies; rather they are only the enemies of those who oppose the people.
Of course, using this logic, they end up sharing mutual enemies with the
Egyptian people and other political parties. Furthermore, this narrative
implicitly positions the Egyptian people with a national duty to support
the Brotherhood.

Instead of telling the Egyptian people that they should support the
Brotherhood because it is anti-something, the Brotherhood has told the
people that it is a friend to the Egyptian people and it holds the people’s
interests above its own. Thus, the people’s friends become the Brother-
hood’s friends and the people’s enemies become the Brotherhood’s ene-
mies. Looking to the future, this storyline offers long-term flexibility. The
Brotherhood can use its particular strategy to garner public support no
matter how the political arena shifts. At a more general level, however,

the Brotherhood’ jti i
rotherhood’s strategy has obsansei;l ﬁh%tlbﬁ},@gmlgéa‘h}ﬁér

prevented an open and truthful political discoutse.

In this public statem
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